ABSTRACT: A rapid growth of urbanization has been acknowledged by many researchers and has turned into a challenge for most countries, especially developing countries like Afghanistan. Although the theme of urbanization is new in Afghanistan, this sector has lately attracted the attention of national and international entities in Afghanistan. This is considered to be one of the biggest obstacles that hinder achieving a sustainable future development, and also prevents the implementation of the city's future master plan. At the same time, it is an obvious fact that social conflicts disturb the social life and physical form of cities, and its examples are seen throughout the world. Thus, many social, physical and economic problems are found, of which the creation of informal settlements is the prime example. Informality of urban fabric is a common subject in all developing countries. It is argued broadly throughout academic and research articles that informal settlements are created by the poor or established due to inappropriate planning systems and policies. With a fast pace, informal urban areas have now become home for a large number of people in developing countries throughout the world. In the case of Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan, informal settlements represent up to 80% of the total city population.
Introduction
It is widely acknowledged that a significant proportion of the urban population of Afghanistan is currently residing in property which has not been formally registered or which falls outside the formally planned parts of urban areas. The challenge of informal settlements in Afghanistan involves a wide range of complex issues. The relevant government authorities do not formally recognize informal settlements as part of the urban fabric. As a result of the discrepancy between the formal stance of the government and the reality on the ground, informal settlements have not received adequate development attention, whether in the form of orderly upgrading or the preparation of meaningful interventions aimed at improving the living conditions. A lack of sufficient basic services negatively affects the social and economic development of informal settlement inhabitants. Poor sanitation stemming from the lack of sufficient basic services results in compromised health conditions of the inhabitants.
In 1999 the population within Kabul city was 1.79 million but now, after 15 years, it has reached about 5 million. The latest master plan of Kabul city was created in 1978 but afterwards, due to many occurrences, the plan was never implemented. Ultimately, on the basis of the previous master plan and according to the current situation of Kabul city, a new master plan was prepared in 2012. (2) Before the planning of the latest master plan, all the areas which were considered to be informal, and sometimes illegal, were included in the new master plan, its legal aspects were found, and the plan was deemed necessary to be upgraded.
Although the growth of informal settlements in the city requires comprehensive studies, the most important reasons for the rapid growth of these areas are as follows.
Immigration to Kabul city
Lack of prioritization of urban planning, lack of budget for the urban sector and ur- 
Unofficial effective presence
According to the World Bank, the value of the buildings built in informal areas was more than 2.5 billion USD in 2005; now that there are more informal areas than in the previous years, this value also tends to increase. 
Conclusion and recommendations
Several factors have contributed to the growth of informal settlements in Kabul but, in general, insecurity and political changes are the prime factor. The second factor is the desire to get a better life, job and education. The government's view on informal settlements has been varied and considerable.
Urbanization gives the "right to the city" to an individual; thus, the Kabul municipality cannot simply displace informal settlement neighborhoods. Therefore, based on the research and the findings of the study, some of the recommendations are as follows:
• Giving construction permits must apply to all houses, whether in areas of planned and unplanned or informal settlement.
• Upgrading of informal areas should be taken seriously, although such programs were started in 2006 and have been implemented in some areas.
• The development of construction in high-risk areas, such as the range of mountains of Kabul city or areas which are highly exposed to floods, must be prevented.
• Lack of public facilities in informal areas is a serious problem. Public facilities such as schools, clinics, parks, etc.
• The government should consider and implement certain legislation to reduce the access problems in the informal areas.
• The provision of urban infrastructure, especially water supply, waste management, integrated management of surface water and wastewater management in informal areas, requires an effective manner with the participation of the people. 6thACAU 2016 conference papers 
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